
VLAWMO Watershed Management Plan: Public Survey Results 

March 13, 2024 

Total number of surveys completed: 146 
Survey results by question for Q1-6 below 

Attachment 3



Q1: What is your relationship with the watershed?(select any/all that apply) 
 

 

 

 

 

Other: 

• Recreation 
• Former resident of VH. I live in Shoreview now but love our waters 
• City Council member 
• Member of WBL Rotary club 
• Individual Volunteer 
• Environmentalist 
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Q2: Which community/ies do you live in, work in, or recreate in? (select any/all that apply) 
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Q3: What issues concern you regarding our lakes, streams, wetlands, and natural areas? Please indicate high 
or low priority level, or select "N/A" if not an issue. 

 

 

 

 

 

Other responses: 

• Add pet sustainable poop bags 
• Lake level 
• Pollinator gardens and corridors 
• What residents and businesses dump that hurt our water resources and wildlife 
• my pond that is over drained and wildlife use it for sustenance and water to drink.  
• Birch Lake becoming a "dead" lake. Weed control, sediment, inflow, outflow.  
• I'm very concerned what will happen to Otter LAke as they put in the new bridge at County J Road and 

35E - where will drainage into Otter Lake come from? The lake is down and I live/own the lake shore... 
the lake is definitely a selling point for my home!! 
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• Extra emphasis on impacts of climate change 
• Lawn chemical runoff. People who live on or near the lake either apply themselves or hire companies 

who apply fertilizer, herbicide, and pesticide with no care about runoff. I see lawn chemicals in the 
streets, in the curb, etc. But they have no problem complaining when lake levels are low and putting up 
SAVE THE LAKE signs.  

• Invasive purple loosetrife 
• Many of these issues do not pertain to WMOs. Groundwater option write-in: "Not an issue for 

VLAWMO" 
• effects of drought 
• Invasive terrestrial plants such as buckthorn that impact watershed health 
• Reduction of development near lakes if applicable. 
• better access for recreation (kayak, canoe launches on more lakes) 
• Keeping swimmers itch under control in Pleasant Lake is the highest priority for us, we can’t use the lake 

as it is now! 
• Why was a huge housing facility built on the edge of a water reservoir? When will we stop developing on 

fragile watersheds? 

  



Q4: What resources (lakes, rivers, streams, parks, trails) are you most passionate about, and why? 
 

 

  



General resources mentioned in responses and coded for graphical expression in Q4: 
 

 

 

Specific locations mentioned in responses and coded for graphical expression in Q4: 
 

 

 
 
*For details on coding used for each comment to develop the two graphs above, click here to view Appendix #1. 
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Top 5 Themes used to summarize “Why” people mentioned resources Q4: 

*For details on coding used for each comment to develop the “why” themes shown above, click here to view
Appendix #2. Attachment 3B



All responses received: 

• Sucker Lake, Vadnais Lake, Grass Lake, Snail Lake
• All of the above. For habitat improvement and recreation.
• Snail lake area. Don't build on the mission property - animal wildlife will be ruined.
• All. It's all part of the ecosystem.
• Sucker Lake Park, North Oaks Trails. We use them.
• Rice Lake. I live on the lake.
• Pleasant Lake, Deep Lake, Deep Lake channel. Proximity to my residence.
• Sucker Lake. Wonderful walking area around lake - Trumpeter Swans, mallards, bird life, beaver?
• All of above. We live amongst them all.
• all
• Sucker Lake, Lake Vadnais, snail lake regional parks and bald eagle lake. Biking through parks.

Sometimes fishing.
• Lakes and rivers - it's why we love MN.
• White Bear Lake. My boat is on WBL.
• Lake Gilfillan, Pleasant Lake. Heavy weeds, animal waste pollution, geese.
• All water resources. Water is essential for everything, changing weather patterns aren't helping. Want to

conserve and protect where possible.
• All of them. Quality of all life in our community.
• Wetlands and trails. We enjoy walking on trails and wetlands are critical habitat and to water quality.
• Native plantings to restore pre-colonization habitats and to accommodate future climate change
• Lakes, because a lot of runoff and pollution impact the people and organisms that rely on the lake.
• Lake Vadnais
• All of them why I’m taking survey.  My concern is VLAWMO getting involved an any waterway and

ruining it for everyone.  This organization is the worst.
• Lakes near me. I worry about water quality, which funnels to the fish, birds, and us.!
• Wetlands all around the VH area
• Lambert Creek. Vadnais Lake, Sucker Lake. Lambert Creek is in my yard, and I visit Vadnais and Sucker

almost daily to walk my dogs.
• Lakes because I grew up near a lake and know how important they are to a healthy environment for

plants, animal life and human beings as well.
• I love all of them. I grew up in area.
• Lakes/rivers/streams equally. Desire to be a good steward of aquatic resources (and surrounding lands)

so as to enable aquatic life and other local wildlife to thrive.
• My pond. many forms of wildlife use the pond.
• All.
• Vadnais Lake. Use trails around lake for walking, wildlife watching.
• Birch Lake. Refer to question #3 other.
• The lake. People use.
• Amelia, Pleasant, Tamarack, Birch. Where I live and spend time.
• White Bear Lake
• Habitat



• I have a deep seeded passion for all waterways. I am a former aquatic ecologist for the MNDNR. I also
am very found of the trails and paths that we have in the watershed.

• Rice Lake - it's where I live  White Bear Lake - It's a hub in my community
• Lake Vadnais because of the natural setting
• All of the above. Enhancement of my entire area all year around.
• The watershed - whole
• White Bear Lake and surrounding lakes quality as our source of drinking water. Businesses using way too

much salt.
• Lakes, rivers, streams, parks, trails. Recreation.
• Tamarack park and trails. I use and visit Tamarack.
• Lakes, trails. Why: Protection of lakes in my community - aquatic life, curly leaf, protect groundwater,

protect wildlife, recreation.
• White Bear Lake, Vadnais Lake, Sucker Lake, Snail Lake, also all the rivers and streams in Minnesota - it is

in reality all connected. Why: It's the water.
• Lakes, streams, parks, & trails.  I live, work & recreate near to these resources.
• All of the above, we need to find sustainable ways to italics our water sources for drinking and sanitation

without depleting our natural resources and protect wildlife.
• wetlands: better common-sense rules for development and allowing wetland credits to be purchased

out of the area so prices are more realistic and not a money grab for cities.
• Clean lakes, hiking trails that are well maintained (that doesn’t mean hacked to pieces or hardscaped),

xc skiing trails, walking paths, wooded and wildlife areas. To preserve habitat for local and migrating
wildlife.

• Sucker Creek & Regional  park, i love the trail system for hiking. Protecting wetlands from invasive plant
species.

• Parks, trails
• All - Over use/ abuse is affecting the current and future availability of all our clean water resources.
• White Bear Lake and Lost Lake; recreation
• All of them but primarily WBL. They are together, each is part of the whole.
• need to improve groundwater quality. so we all have good drinking/washing water.
• parks, trials, lakes, rivers. It's important for the health and wellbeing of people and wildlife to properly

maintain and conserve natural resources.
• WBL, local runoff ponds. Lots of use, runoff ponds i.e. peppertree pond, receives road runoff that is

heavily polluted.
• all of them. quality of life.
• All of the above but especially monitoring invasive species and maintaining the natural beauty of our

water resources.
• Lakes, rivers, streams, parks. I'm just passionate about them all.
• Wetlands for wildlife habitat, buffer zones around lakes, water clarity everywhere. Why: Need wild

spaces for wildlife habitat.
• Water is important to me because it can have unseen issues, get overlooked in contrast with public eye

projects such as trails and parks
• White Bear Lake because I live near it and recreate there.
• Parks, trails, and groundwater.  Waterways that my children can safely swim in and clean drinking water.
• vadnais lake and sucker
• Birch Lake (we live on Birch Lake)  Rotary Nature Preserve (I'm a member of WBL Rotary Club)



• Aquatic ones including wetlands.   My interest area at this time.
• lakes, rivers, and parks    high impact on quality of life and they are at risk of negative impact
• white bear lake and around it  St Croix river and Stillwater  Miss river - old man river  William Obrain -

great park    I live near and use
• sucker lake regional park  lake vadnais
• Lakes/fishing
• All!    Diversity of species, general health of waterways, recreation
• all the trails and wetlands in Vadnais Heights.  They are a great resource for our community.
• Birch Lake, because it’s most visible to me
• trails, rivers, lakes, streams, parks  I want them in the most natural status
• Sucker Lake, I live nearby.
• all
• Parks and trails because I used them more. But all are very valuable resources.
• All of the above as they are interconnected
• Lakes and trails.
• Vadnais Lakes
• lakes
• I am passionate about them all.
• Vadnais and Sucker Lakes since they are close to home and we recreate around them all year. Lambert

Creek (and the wetlands it is connected to) since it is in my backyard!
• Lake Vadnais as it is important for our clean water supply
• Lakes and Rivers as they provide the water for us.
• Vadnais Lake and Sucker Lake
• All natural resources.  Rivers and streams because they flow into our lakes.  Lakes because water is so

important as a natural resource.  Parks and trails because green space enhances our areas immensely.
Development and destruction of these areas is a concern.  It seems development trumps natural areas.

• Pleasant lake beach is in horrible condition due to invasive species and weeds.
• I work at Tamarack, so I'm most passionate about Tamarack and Fish Lake on site. Since these are at the

top of the watershed, I also recognize how their health affects everything downstream.
• I want using lead fishing tackle to be illegal in Vadnais and Sucker to save swans and whatever

carnivores feed on the dead swans.  Loons have tried to nest in West Vadnais.    Is there a way such as a
nesting box to make their lives easier?  Vadnais Lake and Sucker paved trails have often not been
maintained and have had huge dips in them.  I want more wildflower plantings like at Snail Lake but not
at the expense of cutting trees.  I want Lot A opened at Sucker in the winter.  If there is no snow, Lot D
should also be open.  The goal is to make it easy for people to access the lakes.  Maybe have a naturalist
walk through with a group of people and put the video on YouTube or the website.  I would like a
brochure with pictures to identify plants and birds in the watershed.  Lambert Creek has been impaired
and I would like it cleaned up before it exits to Vadnais.

• Lakes, rivers and streams.  All humans and animals depend on them for life.
• Sucker Lake, Lake Vadnais.
• Parks and trails. To keep people healthy and happy.
• Hard to choose but am most passionate about Lakes and Rivers—water is life!
• lakes, rivers, streams and other water retension/mitigation ponds.
• All of them.  They all need our protection, and it’s our responsibility to do so.
• Overall water quality in our area including drinking, natural, and recreational.



• Pleasant lake Beach -- It used to be something we could enjoy and now its unswimmable! North Oaks
community wants to know what we can do to help make it a family friendly beach where we can swim
again!

• Deep Lake, because we live next to it, and Pleasant Lake because we want to ensure all of these
connected bodies of water are protected and well maintained.

• Drinking water safety, after seeing neighboring communities affected and residents forced to mitigate
and deal with risks or move.   Concerns about flooding of neighborhoods with weather patterns creating
more extreme extremes.

• Lakes and water bodies that connect them. Why?  They are both a treasured resource for wildlife, but
also a valuable resource for people (recreation, zen moments, drinking water).

• All.  I want to boat, water ski and float on them
• I walk around Pleasant Lake almost daily, so I'm particularly a tuned to that lake. The trails in North Oaks

are an amazing resource and I would love to see them well taken care of. The restoration project going
on at Pleasant Lake is fabulous.

• Lakes and rivers for recreation.  Swimming, kayaking, etc.
• Wetlands in VH are all impaired
• Lakes and trails
• Vadnais Lake
• Pleasant Lake - the health of the lake has taken a poor turn
• Lakes and rivers.  We need to protect our natural resources!
• Protection of lakes and wetlands from invasive, non natives- so next generation will also have utility and

recreation of same.
• Pleasant Lake, we want to take the kids swimming but can’t due to the constant swimmers itch.
• Used to enjoy the lakes so much more, but now many, if not most, are not swimmable due to algae,

swimmer's itch, bacteria, etc - heartbreaking to see an important facet of MN culture deteriorate due to
climate change.

• The chain of lakes providing St Paul water supply. I live near them and recreate near them.
• Pleasant and Deep Lakes in North Oaks since I live here and also any watershed that impacts my well

water. We thought Pleasant Lake Beach was an awesome benefit to living in North Oaks but in the two
years we have been here we have had E. coli or other bacteria by the end of June making it unsafe for
swimming or for my toddler to play with the water table and in the sandy areas near the water.

• Lakes, rivers, streams, wetlands. We are all connected and our actions have deep consequences.
• Lakes, trails for recreation.
• Pleasant Lake we see it from my home everyday
• The aquifer that we draw our water from to bring water to our house.  Ensuring pleasant Lake is

swimmable
• Deep Lake (I’ve watched its shoreline and water quality degrade over 25 years.  Rehabilitation efforts in

the last couple of years seem to be bearing fruit, but I’m concerned that local government is becoming
distracted by other issues and that we’re going to lose momentum.)  Vadnais/Sucker Lakes (This is a gem
in the north metro.  Heavily used by both walkers and fishermen, but it’s shocking how much trash is
being left along the shoreline.)

• Drinking water supply.
• Sucker Lake, Lake Vadnais
• All of above
• Lakes, rivers, streams, trails, to help wildlife areas and slow climate change effects



• I am deeply passionate about all of the natural and wild areas in the watershed. Humans have 
developed too much land and destroyed too much of natural ecosystems. It is critical that we protect as 
much of our lakes, rivers, streams, wetlands, parks, and trails as possible. We need to protect and 
improve the water, land, and ecosystems to sustain aquatic life, wildlife, and human life. 

• Westfield Park is our favorite. I would like more trails to walk or bike. Parks and playgrounds are a high 
priority for us; pickleball courts, continue to maintain and build 

• We like to walk at Vadnais Lake all year around. Please protect this area. We are not invited to the 
private lakes in North Oaks. But they are invited to use our water. Let's stop all the wasteful 
irrigation/toxic fertilization that's damaging the watersheds. If we're living in a drought, teach people 
how to conserve water!!! We used to see a lot more diversity in wildlife here. Now we see less and less. 
We need more laws that prohibit motorized boatcraft. How about some quiet? 
 

 

 

 

  



Q5: What is your preferred way to keep informed on the progress of the watershed plan? (select any/all that 
apply) 

What's one way we can improve our communications to keep you informed? 

• Any of the above. More frequently tie in to the cities (events, website links).
• Emails
• Communication with North Oaks Homeowner Assoc. to communicate with residents via our internal

social media channel.
• Partner with city to piggy-back on their outreach.
• Public fliers and notices, especially in public parks or facilities
• Post more information in the VH Press and VH News.
• Please keep me informed via US Mail.
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• List projects and their status, i.e. started, finished, planned 
• I didn't know your organization existed. My Otter Lake is in both Ramsey and Anoka Counties so I hope 

everyone works together - so glad I am aware of you all now! I don't do live chats. 
• You are doing a very good job! Thank you! 
• Facebook or twitter.(X) 
• Public updates via the library.  
• inform newspapers 
• get local paper to prominently make your info available  
• I don't have suggestions for improvement, but I appreciate the variety of info sources being offered.  
• Email 
• focus on core responsibility and use the items I checked to let people know what you are doing and 

what they can do to help.  
• actually send them to me 
• I really like the emails that link to the website. I read most of them. 
• I think you do a good job at trying to get your information out. 
• Several times a year have info tables at the major grocery stores. 
• provide more detail of what is included or would be included in an upcoming event so we can prioritize 

what the information is and whether we would want to adjust our schedules to participate. 
• You are doing a good job now 
• You need to develop a higher profile on social media.  Reach out to administrators of local 

sites/pages/groups and solicit permission to post content to their sites. 
• More physical mail 
• Well, don't put up the world's ugliest sign right in front of the nicest view of Turtle Lake. Put the signs 

down in the parking lot. Don't strip the detritus off the whole park area surrounding the lakes. Don't kid 
yourself that you need the priority of an all oak savannah if that is what it once was. Let the past be 
done. What we need are solutions that fit today--not yesterday. 

  



Q6: Is there anything else you'd like us to know as we conduct our planning process? 

*For details on coding used for each comment to develop these themes, click here to view Appendix #2.

• Please promote the Jr Watershed program and booklet at local libraries - it was awesome!
• Thank you for the contributions to our community.
• please maintain walking paths both paved and non paved paths!
• Please keep the area pet friendly/make it more pet friendly. Pets are the only reason many get

exercise/go outdoors.
• Are there any efforts to control buckthorn which chokes out native plants?
• Keep up the great work!
• Please coordinate efforts amongst public agencies.  I live in the extreme SE corner of VLAWMO and our

neighbors across the street have different management criteria and resources and opportunities than I
do.

• It is time to open up the east side of Lake Vadnais to pet walking. Put up some places for bags, and
enforce water pickup on Both sides of the lake.

• Please do nothing. Everything you do makes things worse.
• Keep doing good work! It’s important that the community is involved.
• I value VLAWMO and what they have already done to improve the environment.
• School field trips, info signs at parks, lakes of interesting facts about said areas, contests so more

homeowners create/construct rain gardens, etc, then set up home tours. Thanks
• What is being done about lawsuit between DNR and WB Lake Association?
• I would like to be involved. As mentioned I have a background in aquatics.
• I am Loni Kay 5955 Otter Lake Rd White Bear Lake, MN 55110. Thank you for caring.
• Please make protecting our water source a hug priority!
• Clean water benefits all animals, i.e., humans and other species.
• Not at this point - thanks for the opportunity to offer feedback!

Attachment 3B



• At this time, I have not had a lot of involvement with your organization.   
• You guys may be entering into "mission creep."  
• Stay awesome! 
• Curious whether there are any TMDLs for the watershed, what pollutants are high concern, residential 

efforts we can do to address pollutants of high concern, and what ways are you engaging with the 
municipalities 

• And of course, with global warming, I want to make sure people's houses don't flood.  I know you have 
done some work on that.  If we had 8 inches of rain in 24 hours, how high would Lambert Creek be?  Do 
we have flood maps for 4 inches of rain in 24 hours, 8 inches and 10 inches for instance. 

• You are so appreciated! 
• Allow city staff (and others as appropriate) to discuss the process, analysis, results and 

recommendations with citizens who contact them.  Avoid the - we'll let you know; sorry, we can't 
discuss this now - responses.  If they can't be discussed, provided more descriptive reason why and 
when the information could be discussed. 

• Safe water takes research and resources that require financial investments. 
• What do experts from this group believe is the cause for problems with Pleasant Lake beach?     What 

can residents do to help?  
• Make sure to set clear measurable goals for short/median/long term outcomes. Communicate necessary 

steps and progress with the affected community members.  
• Stop raising the fees on our taxes…well over 100% in nine years.  That’s BS 
• Need more access points to canoe and kayak on lakes and rivers.  Vadnais Lakes canoe launch would be 

awesome! 
• Would love to see pleasant lake swimmable again. 
• Really appreciate your reaching out for input. Frankly very uninformed about this despite living in North 

Oaks for 24 years. Embarrassed to say I am uninformed about what the top opportunities and challenges 
are 

• I look at your volunteer possibilities. I am too old for most. I wish you well. 
• I hope VLAWMO gets more funding to do more and grow and have a bigger impact. VLAWMO does 

excellent work and should receive more resources from local government to expand their work and 
impact. I also strongly encourage VLAWMO to include an environmental justice lens (i.e., social justice 
and consideration of privilege, power, oppression, and marginalization) in their approach to the work. 

• Don't use plastic pens to advertise--make pencils instead. Limit plastic as much as possible. Stop cutting 
down trees to build rain gardens. Save our precious trees. Promote organic maintenance of local land 
near/in our watersheds. Slow down the traffic. Move stop signs, speed bumps. Thanks for listening. 
Listen with your heart. 
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