WETIANDIBUEEERSATHEIBASICS

A buffer is an area surrounding a wetland, pond, stream, or lake where plants are allowed to grow.
When turfgrass or only rock surround a waterbody, pollution and sediment are are easily washed into them.
Buffers help trap sediments and nutrients, keeping them on land before they can get to the waterbody.

This benefits people in the form of clean, secure water resources and replenished groundwater for the future.
If you live next to a waterbody, you’re the first and best protector of that resource for everyone downstream.

VLAWMO staff and grant programs are availabe to help design and install buffers that beautify your property while also
supporting the greater watershed.
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Why maintain a buffer? Wetlands have different
’ classifications depending on
* Provide clean water by filtering and storing pollutants such as phosphorus. vegetative diversity and size.

e Support efficient drainage systems from culverts to streets. Buffers help These factors create different
reduce sediment build-up downstream and the need for costly dredging. SRR 1% o LT e,

* Help prevent flood damage by enhancing storage during large rain events. EXAMPLE:

* Promote groundwater recharge instead of sending runoff to a neighbor. Most small wetlands and

* Enhance aesthetics and property value. stormponds call for a buffer with

* Provide pollinator habitat and support the aquatic food chain. an average of 20’ vegetative width
_ and a minimum of 16’.
Visit viawmo.org/wca-rules for regulations

Buffers and shorelme restoratlons are great With a clear view and easy access to water, Geese can
ways to protect water quality. become a nuisance when no buffer exists.

Shallow rooted mowed lawn:
Dramatically lower infiltration and higher runoff from shallow rooted lawns compared to deep rooted buffers.

30% evaporation : Little ground water recharge.
= Little protection from erosion and sedimentation.

= Litt trient and sedi ti ion befi ff enters wetland.
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= Unnatural, sterile, lifeless aesthetic. WET LAND
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15% infiltration
Deep-rooted buffer:
Dramatically higher infiltration and lower runoff from deep rooted buffer compared to mowed lawn.
Increased groundwater recharge.
Strong protection from erosion and sedimentation.
Intercepts and filters nutrients and sediments before runoff enters wetland. TYF fC-/ﬂ-
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Provides places for wildlife to eat, sleep, hide, and nest. =T
A N Increases shoreline’s natural beauty with dynamic, colorful native plants. WET LAND
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Diagrams: The Kestrel Design Group, Inc.
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