
Improper release of swimming pool water can damage local lakes, streams, and wetlands. By following the

proper protocols, you can ensure your pool drainage protects water quality, wildlife, and our community.

Stop adding chlorine at least one week prior to draining the pool. 

Before draining, test the water. Levels for pH should be 6.5-7.8, while

chlorine should not be detectable. Clear out sediment, debris, and leaves.

Never drain pool water directly into a body of water such as a lake,

stream, or wetland. Note that storm drains send water directly to local

waters, so this water is not treated.

Pool Drainage Guide

Thank you for protecting our

community’s water!

Pump tested pool water over an open

area such as a lawn before letting it flow

into a storm drain. Drain water slowly

whenever possible and keep it away from

adjacent property and buildings.
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