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IDDE Blurbs
The text below is shared to offer a starting point for sharing educational information about illicit discharge as required in the MS4 permit. Highlighted portions are meant to be updated with municipality-specific information. Please contact VLAWMO staff with any questions or requests for more personalized outreach materials. 

This [season], remember: “only rain down the drain”
Where do storm drains flow? Our storm drains send water straight to local lakes, streams, and wetlands. Whatever passes through them has a direct impact on the health of our local waters and our community. 
What can go down a storm drain? Only rainwater and snowmelt. It is illegal to send anything that is not water down a storm drain. That means oil, paint, grease, pool water, grass clippings, yard debris, water softener salt, and trash are among the substances that may not be sent down a storm drain. This prohibited dumping is called an “illicit discharge,” and it can result in a fine. [consider citing local ordinance here if applicable]
How can I help? If you see something, say something. If you spot an illicit discharge, contact [your municipality’s relevant info here] to anonymously report it. 
Spread the word—and the clean water actions. Blowing grass clippings back into your yard, picking up trash, and throwing away pet waste may seem like small steps, but these actions add up for the good of our community. 
Looking to take it a step further? Consider “adopting” a storm drain near you! With just 15 minutes a couple times a month, you can make a real difference for local waters. Visit mn.adopt-a-drain.org to learn more. 

Clean Water Starts at the Storm Drain (or Ditch)
Here in the land of 10,000 lakes, water is all around us. Before modern development, rain and snow could soak into the ground wherever they fell, but today’s paved landscapes prevent this natural infiltration. Today, storm drains and ditches exist to move this water—known as “stormwater runoff”—to their end destination of a lake, stream, or wetland. 
Storm drains and ditches help prevent localized flooding, but they come with a catch: there is no treatment that occurs between the storm drain or ditch and the body of water. This means that each community member plays a role in preventing polluted water, and this begins at the street level. 
The only thing storm drains and ditches are designed to transport is rain or snowmelt. Each of us can protect water, infrastructure, and budgets from preventable added costs by ensuring rain is the only thing flowing down our storm drains or into our ditches. Dumping of any non-water substances into storm drains is an offense known as an “illicit discharge,” and it is illegal. [consider adding locally specific ordinance language here if applicable]
Examples of an illicit discharge include:
· Leaves, dirt, and grass clippings. 
· Mop water, carpet cleaning water, or pool water.
· Trash, furniture, or construction debris.
· Chemicals, paint, or water softener salt. 
Each community member can protect local waters by keeping an eye out for signs of an illicit discharge. Potential warning signs include:
· Residues, stains, or odors near street surfaces or around storm drains
· Sediment leaving a construction site
· Water flowing in ditches or storm drains when there has been no rain event
· Pipes or hoses directed to storm drains
· Piles of debris or trash in ditches, ponds, or wetlands
· Seeing someone actively dumping something down a storm drain or into a ditch. If you see this, let them know that the drain leads directly to a local waterbody. 
It takes all of us to keep water clean and safe. If you suspect you’ve seen an illicit discharge, it’s important to report it to [your municipality] so any remediation or cleanup action can be taken. 
1. Document what you’ve seen. If you see something unusual such as grass clippings, paint, auto fluids, construction site materials, or cleaning substances near a ditch, pond, or sewer, take a photo or write down your observations.
2. Be specific whenever possible. If you can, make note of the street and cross street, the direction you’re facing, or any identifying factors. Note date and time.
3. Call your municipality’s engineering or public works department to report what you have seen. Even if you’re unsure if what you’ve seen is illegal or harmful, calling will allows staff to further investigate and take action as needed. 

Short grass clippings text
No one likes green water. Good news: everyday actions help keep our waters blue. One of the simplest actions? Keeping grass clippings off the street. 
Storm drains send water—and anything in its path—straight to local waterways. Grass clippings are high in phosphorus and nitrogen that fuel algae growth. When they get swept away after a rain event, they pollute local waters. 
Sweep or blow grass clippings back on the lawn for bonus moisture retention and free fertilizer. Alternatively, you can compost them, mix them into garden soil, or bring them to a county compost facility. 
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